
Maritime Transactions and Operations
Chartering and Contracts of Carriage

Sutherland’s maritime lawyers have extensive experience 
drafting and negotiating voyage, time, and bareboat 
charters, as well as drafting and negotiating client and 
trade-specific clauses for standard industry charter 
forms. Our lawyers also draft and negotiate contracts of 
affreightment, contracts of carriage and bills of lading, 
towage contracts, and marine provisions and shipping 
terms for cargo sales, supply, and offtake agreements.

Marine Construction and Vessel Conversions

Sutherland’s lawyers draft and negotiate contracts for 
new vessel construction, ship repair, and substantial 
vessel modifications and retrofittings. We have also 
been engaged in FPSO/FLNG new build and conversion 
projects. Our maritime attorneys also have experience 
in resolving disputes arising from construction projects, 
construction delays, and product/service warranties.

Marine Finance

The firm represents maritime and energy clients in various 
shipping finance transactions, including project financing 
and arranging credit facilities. Sutherland lawyers also 
assist in structuring transactions to accommodate 
various tax laws. We are experienced in the financing and 
operation of vessels under a variety of flags (including flags 
of convenience), in advising clients in lender relationships, 
and in drafting and negotiating ship mortgages, leases, 
and other financing instruments for marine assets.

Ship Sale and Purchase

Sutherland’s maritime lawyers have experience in 
representing clients in transactions for the sale or purchase 
of nearly every type of vessel – from passenger cruise ships 
to LNG tankers.

Marine Operations

Our lawyers negotiate and implement complex multiple-
shipper marine operations and coordination agreements, 
marine support services agreements and marine terminal 
manuals. We also advise clients on issues arising from 
terminal services, including tariffs and port liability 
agreements.

Maritime Regulatory and Environmental 
Activities

Sutherland’s maritime lawyers represent clients in 
environmental, regulatory, and maritime security 
matters before a variety of U.S. and international 
government agencies and authorities. Our attorneys 
have extensive knowledge of the legal and regulatory 
frameworks in which maritime and offshore industries 
operate. Sutherland lawyers regularly assist clients in 
navigating issues arising under U.S. laws (including 
the “Jones Act,” OPA90, and MTSA) as well as under 
international maritime codes and conventions (including 
ISPS, MARPOL, and the international marine liability 
and compensation regimes). Sutherland’s maritime and 
offshore transactions attorneys have also assisted clients 
with issues involving vessel classification societies and 
other private, marine and offshore industry groups.
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Representative Transactions 

n Negotiating LNG time and voyage charters.
n   Drafting a model time charter agreement for a national oil 

company.
n  Representing a midstream energy company in 

negotiating voyage and time charters, contracts 
of affreightment, sub-freight agreements, and the 
shipping terms of its crude oil sales agreements, as well 
as developmenting the company’s general terms and 
conditions for its marine terminals.

n  Serving as lead counsel to a major oil company 
in connection with the $600 million financing, 
construction and long-term time charter of a series of 
double-hulled Jones Act product tankers.

n  Negotiating and implementing complex intershipper 
agreements that address LNG vessel schedules, 
inventory management, and storage and send-out 
coordination at numerous LNG terminals.

n Drafting marine operations manuals at LNG terminals.
n  Drafting and implementing emergency response plans 

for vessel charterers, including a global network of 
firstresponse contractors and local counsel.

n  Negotiating and drafting tug services and cost-sharing 
agreements.

n  Advising industry and government clients on safety and 
security plans for LNG vessel transits to numerous U.S. 
LNG terminals.

Our Team

Sutherland’s Maritime and Offshore Transactions Team is
composed of nearly 15 lawyers, who represent every 
major sector of the maritime industry, with a particular 
focus on domestic and international marine and energy 
transactions involving LNG and the upstream, midstream 
and downstream segments of the oil and gas industry. 
Our history of excellence in serving the regulatory, 
compliance and policy needs of our maritime and shipping 
clients is matched by the commercial and operational 
experience we bring to increasingly complex transactions. 
Complemented by our team of high-profile admiralty 
litigators, Sutherland’s maritime practice is well-positioned 
to provide the full range of legal services to our maritime 
and shipping clients. Sutherland’s maritime lawyers 
include a former U.S. naval officer and a former licensed
mariner and tanker broker. 

Our Clients

Sutherland’s clients include vessel owners, charterers, 
shippers, offshore oilfield and marine service contractors, 
FPSO/FLNG project developers, terminal operators, and 
public port authorities.
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so l v ing  cha l leng ing  bus iness  p r ob lems and r eso l v ing  soph i s t i ca ted  lega l  i s sues  fo r  many  o f  the  wor ld ’ s 
la r ges t  compan ies .  Founded in  1924,  the  f i r m hand les  mat te r s  th r oughout  the  Un i ted  S ta tes  and 
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