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Intellectual Property for the 
Chemical Industry

Sutherland’s sophisticated Intellectual Property (IP) 
practice offers wide-ranging experience in securing, 
licensing, and enforcing intellectual property rights for 
diverse chemical technologies, both in the United States 
and abroad. Whether our clients seek advice on potential 
IP litigation issues, desire to license a technology or 
protect their own innovations, or need to ensure their 
ability to operate a business without infringing a valid 
patent, Sutherland attorneys have the necessary technical 
background and legal experience to deliver results. 

Our broad chemical-related experience includes preparing 
and prosecuting patent applications; developing opinions 
regarding patent validity or invalidity, infringement, and 
clearance; intellectual property due diligence reviews in 
connection with mergers and acquisitions; trade secret 
and IP litigation; and intellectual property audits and 
evaluations, all with a view toward achieving our clients’ 
overall business objectives. 

Representative Chemical Experience 

n 	Agricultural chemicals
n 	Aromatics
n	Fischer-Tropsch catalysis
n 	Chemical (CVD) and Physical (PVD) Vapor Deposition
n 	Chemical processing equipment and reactor design
n 	Electrochemical processes
n 	Emulsion polymers
n 	Fuel cell technologies
n 	Homogeneous and heterogeneous catalysis 
n 	Hydrotreating technologies

n 	Nanotechnology and materials chemistry
n 	Petroleum upgrading
n 	Organic chemicals and pharmaceuticals
n 	Semiconductors, photoresists, and other electronic 

materials 
n 	Surfactant technologies 
n	 Thermoplastics, elastomers and composites

Representative Chemical Clients 

n 	Chevron Phillips Chemical Company
n 	The Coca-Cola Company
n 	Georgia Institute of Technology
n 	Georgia State University
n	 Immucor, Inc.
n 	Massachusetts Institute of Technology
n 	Solvay Chemicals
n 	Solvay Advanced Polymers
n 	StatoilHydro
n 	University of Georgia

Additional Representative IP Clients 

n 	British Nuclear Fuels plc
n 	First Data Corporation
n 	GE Energy
n 	McKesson Corporation
n 	Teva Pharmaceutical Industries Ltd.
n 	The Western Union Company
n	Watson Pharmaceuticals
n 	Westinghouse Electric Company 



IP Attorney Overview
	
One of the ways Sutherland sets itself apart is the extensive technical experience of its IP attorneys, which allows them to 
appreciate and address unique legal issues of the chemical and petroleum industries. Sutherland has more than 35 IP attorneys, 
many of whom have worked as engineers or scientists in the chemical, materials, or petroleum industries, or have worked as 
professors or researchers in the chemical or biotechnology industries. 

The majority of our IP attorneys are registered to practice before the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office and nearly 30 have 
biological science, chemistry, chemical engineering, electrical, computer, and/or mechanical engineering degrees.  Many of those 
have master’s degrees or Ph.Ds.
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For more information contact: 
Peter G. Pappas at 404.853.8064 or pete.pappas@sutherland.com
John L. North at 404.853.8358 or john.north@sutherland.com

ABOUT SUTHERL AND.  Su the r l and  A sb i l l  &  B r ennan  LLP  i s  a  l aw  f i r m  w i t h  g l oba l  r each  known  f o r 
s o l v i ng  cha l l eng i ng  bu s i ne s s  p r ob l ems  and  r e so l v i ng  soph i s t i c a t ed  l ega l  i s s ue s  f o r  many  o f  t he 
wo r l d ’ s  l a r ge s t  compan i e s .  Founded  i n  1924 ,  t he  f i r m  hand l e s  ma t t e r s  t h r oughou t  t he  Un i t ed  S t a t e s 
and  wo r l dw ide .  Se ven  ma jo r  p r a c t i c e  a r ea s—co rpo ra t e ,  ene r g y  and  en v i r onmen ta l ,  f i nanc i a l  s e r v i c e s , 
i n t e l l e c t ua l  p r ope r t y,  l i t i ga t i on ,  r ea l  e s t a t e ,  and  t a x—pr o v i de  t he  f r amewo r k  f o r  an  e x t en s i v e  r ange  o f 
f o cu s  a r ea s ,  a l l ow ing  Su the r l and  a t t o r ne y s  t o  s e r v e  a  d i v e r s e  c l i en t  ba se  t ha t  r ange s  f r om  sma l l  and 
med ium- s i z ed  s t a r t - up  bu s i ne s s e s  t o  a  s i gn i f i c an t  numbe r  o f  Fo r t une  100  compan i e s .

Peter G. Pappas - Partner
n	 B.S., Chemical Engineering, University of Alabama (Fellow of 

University of Alabama Chemical and Bio-Engineering Department)
n	 Georgia Super Lawyer® (2008, 2009) and “Legal Elite” - Georgia 

Trend magazine (2008, 2009)

Kevin W. King - Partner
n	 B.Ch.E., Chemical Engineering, Georgia Institute of Technology
n	 Experienced patent prosecutor in biomedical, chemical, materials 

and mechanical arts, with prior chemical industry experience as 
process engineer

n	 Georgia Super Lawyer® “Rising Star” (2005-2006)

John L. North - Partner
n	 Experienced in litigating patent infringement cases involving 

chemicals and minerals technologies
n	 Georgia Super Lawyer® (2007)

Jeffrey J. Toney - Partner
n	 B.S., Biological Chemistry, Tulane University
n	 Intellectual property litigator in patent infringement, trade secret, 

and unfair competition cases 

Laura F. Fritts - Counsel
n 	M.B.A., M.P.H., University of Alabama at Birmingham; B.A., 

Chemistry, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill

Representative IP Attorneys with  
Chemical Industry Experience

David E. Wigley, Ph.D. - Counsel 
n 	Ph.D., Chemistry, Purdue University (Conoco Research Fellow); 

B.S., Chemistry, and B.S., Soil Science, Mississippi State University
n 	NATO Post-Doctoral Fellow, Oxford University
n 	Post-Doctoral Associate, MIT
n 	Professor of Chemistry, University of Arizona, 1985-2000 

Joshua B. Aronson, Ph.D. - Associate 
n 	Ph.D., Organic Chemistry, Georgia Institute of Technology; B.S., 

Chemistry, with honors, University of South Carolina

Chad A. Guice - Associate
n 	B.S., Chemical Engineering, Louisiana Tech University

Elizabeth A. Lester - Associate
n 	M.S. Ch.E., Georgia Institute of Technology; B.S. Ch.E., University 

of Kentucky

David A. Reed - Associate
n 	B.S., Chemical Engineering, with highest honors, Georgia Institute 

of Technology

Ian M. Wasser - Associate
n 	Postdoctoral Fellow, Chemistry, The University of Texas at Austin
n	 Ph.D., MA, Chemistry, Johns Hopkins University
n	M.S., University of California


