
DRIVEN AND  DETERMINED



YOU C AN  GO TO COLLEGE

Sutherland Junior College is a program sponsored by the 
law firm of Sutherland Asbill & Brennan LLP.  Sutherland has 
partnered with Bell Multicultural High School for a number of 
years, helping with the Street Law and other curriculum-based 
programs.  Bell has more than 600 students who come from 
approximately 30 different countries around the world.  Bell 
students face a number of challenges – the vast majority live 
below the poverty line, most are not native English speakers, and 
many have arrived in the United States within the last few years. 

Curriculum

The curriculum for Sutherland Junior College includes:

	 Motivation
n 	 Exposing students to the reasons college should be their 

goal
	 - 	 Success stories from socio-economically and culturally 		

	 diverse attorneys and staff
	 - 	 Information on the financial and social benefits of 		

	 college
	 - 	 Field trips to visit four-year college campuses and 		

	 experience college life

	 Scholarship
n 	 Preparing students to get accepted to a quality college
    - 	 Professional standardized test tutoring
	 - 	 Academic counseling
	 -	 Professional writing instruction

	 Resources
n 	 Educating students on their ability to afford college
	 - 	 Illuminating the true cost of college and how the 		

	 financial aid system works
	 - 	 Identifying and facilitating students’ abilities to obtain 		

	 third-party aid
	 - 	 Providing scholarship money for completing Sutherland 	

	 Junior College

	 Guidance
n 	 Advising each student in the program
	 - 	 Each student has a mentor who serves as a partner 		

	 and advocate for the student in the college process
	 - 	 Mentors and students have fun too – forging a real 		

	 bond
	 - 	 Students and mentors develop trust and a relationship 		

	 that will last well into college

Success 
n 	 Conveying the life skills needed to promote success once 

the student reaches college  
	 - 	 Setting high expectations in a professional environment
	 -	 Lessons regarding independence and empowerment 		

	 necessary for college
	 - 	 Paid summer internships at Sutherland to put these life 		

	 skills to use

“ �SJC makes college seem like it is a lot more important than what I thought 
it to be, and SJC is opening up my eyes to possible colleges for me.“

	 Martha Medina, SJC Student

LET  SUTHERL AND SHOW YOU HOW



Sutherland Junior College is designed to help a group of Bell juniors learn about, prepare 
for, apply to, get accepted to and attend a four-year college.  It’s a program designed to 
prepare and encourage students who might not otherwise have the motivation, support or 
ability to go to college.  The program is a weekly after-school session during the student’s 
junior year, combined with periodic seminars and assistance during the student’s senior 
year.

Who Is a Sutherland Junior College Student?

Sutherland Junior College students are nominated by their teachers to participate in the 
program.  The teachers identify students who are smart enough to attend college, but may 
believe college is beyond their academic or financial grasp, may be concerned about the 
cultural or familial implications of going away to college, or may simply not know enough 
about college opportunity to be properly motivated to prepare for college.  Our students 
have wide-ranging concerns, but concerns that can almost universally be met by providing 
information, applying compassion and engaging in basic problem-solving.  Sutherland 
Junior College is designed to cut through failed understanding in an overworked public 
school counseling system to provide support for students when families cannot.  When 
students are afraid of the cost of college, have never had a role model for college success, 
or only have a vision of college where they work all day and attend night school, college 
doesn’t sound like a goal that is either desirable or practical.  Information and support 
are the keys to overcoming these problems and are the core of the mission for Sutherland 
Junior College.

SJC Alumni

SJC’s first class of students started college in Fall 2008. Two of the students, Martha 
Medina and Diego Pereira, received full-tuition scholarships to Wake Forest University and 
Hobart and William Smith Colleges, respectively. Other students are attending Ferrum 
College, Shepherd University and West Virginia University.

— Beverly Cruz, SJC Student

“SJC has changed the way I 
think about going to college 
now because the first issue I had 
was about the money, but SJC 
has made me realize that there 
are programs and people that 
can help me get a scholarship 
for college.”

Sutherland Junior 

College is offered 

at no cost to the 

students of Bell 

Multicultural 

High School.



ABOUT SUTHERL AND Su the r l and  A sb i l l  &  B r ennan  LLP  i s  a  l aw  f i r m  w i t h  g l oba l  r each  known  f o r 
s o l v i ng  cha l l eng i ng  bu s i ne s s  p r ob l ems  and  r e so l v i ng  soph i s t i c a t ed  l ega l  i s s ue s  f o r  many  o f  t he 
wo r l d ’ s  l a r ge s t  compan i e s .  Founded  i n  1924 ,  t he  f i r m  hand l e s  ma t t e r s  t h r oughou t  t he  Un i t ed  S t a t e s 
and  wo r l dw ide .  Se ven  ma jo r  p r a c t i c e  a r ea s—co rpo ra t e ,  ene r g y  and  en v i r onmen ta l ,  f i nanc i a l  s e r v i c e s , 
i n t e l l e c t ua l  p r ope r t y,  l i t i ga t i on ,  r ea l  e s t a t e ,  and  t a x—pr o v i de  t he  f r amewo r k  f o r  an  e x t en s i v e  r ange  o f 
f o cu s  a r ea s ,  a l l ow ing  Su the r l and  a t t o r ne y s  t o  s e r v e  a  d i v e r s e  c l i en t  ba se  t ha t  r ange s  f r om  sma l l  and 
med ium- s i z ed  s t a r t - up  bu s i ne s s e s  t o  a  s i gn i f i c an t  numbe r  o f  Fo r t une  100  compan i e s .
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•	 Navigating Financial Aid and Scholarship Applications
Everything from identifying the types of aid available to low-income and diverse students to teaching the nuts and bolts of the 
FAFSA is critical to making college a reality for Sutherland Junior College students.  Finding unique and targeted scholarship 
opportunities for these students helps empower them.  Every little bit helps.

•	 Connecting Students to Quality Colleges
Once students believe that college can be a reality, the daunting task of finding the right college or university can be 
overwhelming.  Learning about schools that prioritize diversity and will provide support for Sutherland Junior College students 
continues to be central to our mission.  In addition, the elements some students take for granted, such as arranging campus 
visits, can be challenging for these young men and women.

•	 Teaching Life Skills 
From financial independence to interpersonal skills, building the foundations for success is a critical component of the overall 
strategy of Sutherland Junior College. These students need to be prepared to meet the expectations of not only college, but life.

Questions? If you have any questions about Sutherland Junior College or would like to help, contact Naseem Nixon at 
202.383.0836 or naseem.nixon@sutherland.com or Sylvia Harris at 202.383.0977 or sylvia.harris@sutherland.com.

YOU C AN  GO TO COLLEGE

Sutherland’s Commitment

Sutherland started this program in order to provide Bell’s students with college information and access on-par with students in 
wealthier suburban schools.  Scores of attorneys and staff have volunteered their time as mentors, speakers, tutors, or to help 
with the curriculum and logistics of Sutherland Junior College.  Sutherland has committed the necessary time and the resources 
to this program to help not only these individual students, but to enhance diversity generally in higher education and provide 
access to opportunity.  


